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Key changes the Foundation plans to 
move forward with:

 » The Foundation will continue to research and report 
on significant community issues, and at the same 
time provide that intermediary step to develop the 
“fundable solutions” to address those challenges 
before it issues a call for proposals/or granting 
requests. Community groups will be invited to 
develop solutions for its upcoming report in 2019.

 » The model for greater Fundholder participation 
through the ThinkIn and Survey, Philanthropitch 
and stewarding of community matching funds will 
continue.

In 2019, The Foundation plans to invite all members of 

the community to the Philanthropitch and give them the 

opportunity to contribute to funding the solutions as its 

granting catalogue. The catalogue can be readily offered to 

the public through its website as appropriate.

The Community Ideas Factory achieved more than it set 

out to by intersecting with the other  priorities and demands 

of the Foundation to create a new model of community 

engagement  empowering charities and funders to actively 

align  their priorities and interests through a new research 

based granting process.
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The Importance of 

Continued Support 
for Social Innovation Research 

For more than two decades, the Canadian 

government has been funding applied research 

collaborations between colleges and small-

and-medium enterprises. Through its College-

Community Innovation (CCI) funding program, the 

Natural Science and Engineering Research Council 

(NSERC) has actively sought to increase innovation 

in local economics by enabling Canadian colleges to 

work with local companies on projects that facilitate 

commercialization as well as technology transfer, 

adaptation and adoption of new technologies. In 

2016, the Social Science and Humanities Research 

Council (SSHRC) followed suit by launching a 

new pilot initiative: the College-Community Social 

Innovation Fund (CCSIF). The objective of CCSIF 

Grants is to foster social innovation by connecting 

the talent, facilities, resources and capabilities 

of Canada’s colleges with the research needs of 

local, community-based organizations and local 

communities, more broadly.  Since its initial 

launch, CCSIF grants have supported numerous 

academic-community projects across Canada that, 

for example, seek to alleviate poverty, integrate 

vulnerable populations, increase access to healthy 

food, combat bullying, and promote a greater 

sense of global citizenship. For those on the front-

lines of social justice work, colleges have shown 

themselves to be a valuable resource and ally in 

terms of their ability to mobilize new technologies, 

equipment, resources and other capabilities in 

support of beneficial social change efforts. For the 

colleges, affording students the opportunity to 

work directly on applied research projects for social 

change provides invaluable experiential learning 
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opportunities for students that allow them to hone 

their technical skills while simultaneously developing 

the softer aptitudes and social awareness that 

characterize global citizens.

The Community Ideas Factory was made possible 

by a grant from the CCSIF. Through this grant, we 

hope, in our own small way, that we have contributed 

to positive social change in the Halton Region. We 

also hope that in providing our students with an 

opportunity to work on the front-lines of this research, 

we have helped to promote a greater sense of social 

awareness, empathy, and understanding within them.  

We also note that at our own institution, the CCSIF 

pilot initiative has supported several other academic-

community partnerships for beneficial social change.  

These include the work of our colleague, Dr. Kirsten 

Madsen and her anti-bullying initiative for older 

adults and Dr. John Helliker and his collaboration 

with Huffpost RYOT, Legend3D and SK Films on a 

virtual reality project that seeks to promote greater 

global citizenship and commitment to social action.

We are pleased to learn that the Canadian 

government has extended the CCSIF pilot (now 

managed by NSERC) with a contribution of an 

additional $10 million dollars. While this is a 

welcomed extension, it still remains only a drop in 

the bucket of the governments overall investment 

in academic research in Canada. Given the scope 

of social problems in Canada and the remarkable 

return on investments in social innovation research, 

we count ourselves amongst the growing chorus of 

voices advocating for the continued support and 

sponsorship of this beneficial form of research.
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